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A Letter to Colleaquec

EAR LANGUAGE EDUCATORC
8 LEARNERC:

We all know that photocopying pages for
ctudent uee ic time-concuming. expencive,
and often illegal! Even <o, creative
inctructore ucually want to cupplement
textbook leccone~—perhape to adapt a
one-level text to a multi-leveled clace,

to provide reinforcement and additional
practice of textbook material in a different
form, to offer the variety and motivation
of a change of pace, or to provide more
opportunity for ctudent-centered activity.
There are alwayge educational and other
reacone to “go beyond the text” with IDEAg
from DOING WITHOUT THE PHOTOCOPIER.

oULD You LIKE TO CAVE TIME,
MONEY, s ENERGY?

Becauce | wanted to cupplement the
textbooke my studente had purchaced
without violating copyright, | began
creating materiale in reucable "kite" or
"gete." | coon found that | wae not

only reducing computer, photocopying
and other cocte, but that | wag aleo caving
mygcelf and othere a conciderable amount
of time in leccon preparation: once an
activity had been created and clace tected,
it could be reused [1] in the came clage on
another day. [2] in another cection of the
came courge, [3] in the came course in
another cemecter, and/or [4] to cupple-
ment the content of a related cource.

For example:

=> “Information Bingo” (IDEA H) ie
an all-purpose getting-acquainted/
information-exchange activity
that alwaye worke ac a “"warm up”
to any language-ingtruction or
content area. In various forme,
it can be reuced to introduce a
new unit of ctudy, euch ag “work,”
“citizenchip,” “interests,” “fielde
of ctudy,” and many othere.

=> “The Homophone Game” (a version
of Ioea € = WORD MATCHING) hae
been equally cuccessful in high-
beginning to low-advanced levele
of cecondary, adult, and community
college reading/vocabulary clagses.
It hae alco cerved effectively ac a
reinforcing phoniee/¢epelling
activity for practical or academice
writing lescons.

=> "The Expert Game" (IDEAC V and W)
hag alwaye been well-received—at
both the intermediate and advanced
levele of reading courceg, ac well ae
in writing and epeech activities.

Becaugce ite procedures involve
practice in all language skille,
continuoug ctudent interaction, and
immediate feedback on language
performance, it reprecente an
unugually productive, adaptable,
multi-leveled, generie econcepft.
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0 You NeeD IDEAC TO ENHANCE
EFFECTIVENECC s EFFICIENCY IN
VARIOUC EDUCATIONAL QITUATIIONC?

The concepte in thic DOING WITHOUT

THE PHOTOCOPIER Teaching s Learning
Activity 8 Idea Recource Book are uniquely
creative and flexible in their application to
the language claseroom—EQCL (Englich ac a
Qocond Lanquage), ENL (Englich ac a Native
Language). Bacie Ckille (cometimeg called
Dovelopmental Communieations), foreign
languages, and related areas. When uced
with native speakere, varioue IDEAC may be
cuitable to the K through 12 environment
ac well a¢ the adult-echool and community-
college claceroom. I cecond-language
learnere are involved, only come of the
concepte will be ugeful in elementary
cchoole, but the othere will be cuitable

for cecondary-gchool, adult-gchool, college,
and univergity ECL claccee and programe
not directed at rank beginnere.

Whereag the cuggested activities in many
recources for inetructorg, tutore, trainere,
and helpere may be decigned for one
purpose only—that ig, to teach a epecific
grammar point, a particular group of
vocabulary iteme, a learning principle,
ete.~the IDEAC A to Z in DOING WITHOUT
THE PHOTOCOPIER are much broader.
Each generic idea i meant to cerve ac

a teacher-training or celf-improvement
econcept. For clarity, the examples for
each cot of inctructione are baced on

a epecifie context or topie, but the
cuggectione for adaptation to different
proficiency LEVELS, the POCCIBLE VARIATIONG,
and the lict of other AREAC OF APPLICATION
are decigned to ctimulate your creativity.

DOING WITHOUT THE PHOTOCOPIER From A to Z

Ac you try your own vercion of each
activity, you will learn a lot about
teaching, tutoring, helping, and acquiring
language. You (and/or your ctudente) will
develop unique claceroom techniquec that
work optimally in your unique cituation(g).

0 You Focue ON €peciFic LANGUAGE
CKiILLC IN YOUR INCTRUCTION?

The twenty-cix ideac in DOING WITHOUT
THE PHOTOCOPIER are divided into eight
targeted areac of language education:

CPELLING 8 PRONUNCIATION
GRAMMAR & PHRACING
LICTENING 8 SPEAKING
READING SKILLS

WRITING 8KILLe
VOCABULARY

CONTENT (QUBJECT MATTER)

L 2 B 2

CULTURE

If any of your courgec are limited to one
or two language ckille (cuch ag lictening/
epeaking only), firet try the ideac that
focue on thogse areac (cuch ac IDEAC H-K
for an Oral Ckille, Artieulation, or Accent
Acquigition cource). Ctepe that demand
proficieney in or that emphacize other
ckille development can be chortened,
adapted, or omitted.

Other cuggectiong within any generie

IDEA of DOING WITHOUT THE PHOTOCOPIER
may be uceful in different cituatione if
you adapt the stepe: for example, you
could cubstitute oral precentatione for
compogition writing—or vice verea.
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0 YOU UCE AN INTEGRATED
LANGUAGE-CKILLC APPROACH?

Moct of the IDEAC A to Z, neverthelece,
involve ckille or content beyond the
lanquage-focue area. For inctance,
grammatical ctructure activitiee include
lictening/epeaking and/or writing stops.
IDEA Y: GAME OF WICDOM licted under the
category of CULTURE, providege practice in
ceveral oral and written language <kille,
including vocabulary building and the
ability to take notes. The purpoce of the
categorization of IDEAQ ig to provide a
reference point for activity and game
choicee. Keep in mind, though, that nearly
all generic concepte (ecpecially those listed
under VOCABULARY BUILDING, CONTENT, and
CuLTURE) offer opportunitiee for etudente
to practice any or all of the four language
ckille—reading, writing, lictening, and
epoaking—along with grammar and
vocabulary.

AN YOU FACIUTATE CTUDENT-
CENTERED LEARNING EFFFECTIVELY?

We believe in individualized ac¢ well a¢
ctudent-centered and cooperative learning.
Thug each IDEA A to Z in DOING WITHOUT
THE PHOTOCOPIER calle for active learner
participation at every ctage. After
preparing, eetting up, and demonctrating
each ctep, you will be free to facilitate the
activities, giving individual attention to
ctudente at whatever level they are capable
of working. You can obgerve and learn from
ctudent interaction. The preccure ic off—
you won't have to "perform" before a large
group of ctudente with different lovele of
ability, varied needs, and diverce interecte.

viii

Best of all, becauge all etudente will be
involved actively and cimultaneoucly in
the learning procecs, the tedium factor
will dicappear. Gradually, studente will
learn to help one another and to take
reepongibility for their own achievement.

A RE YOU LOOKING FOR WAYC TO
ENJOY TEACHING/LEARNING MORE?

We hope the “old-fachioned.” clasgically
proven IDEAC A to Z in DOING WITHOUT
THE PHOTOCOPIER will enliven your
methode and motivate your ctudente ac
they have oure—all without demanding
the additional expence, energy. and
fructration of having to “go high-tech”
if you prefer not to.

We hope these DOING WITHOUT THE
PHOTOCOPIER IDEAC A to Z heighten the
efficient effectivenecee of your unique,
beyond-the-ordinary educational style.
Most of all, we hope you enjoy making
good uce of them. Pleace chare them
with your colleaguee—and let ue know
what you diccover. Pleace contact ug at
info@2learn-englich.com—and meet ue
in percon. Thank you for all your efforte.

H. E. K-R with A.E.R, Culver City CA
g = Bt
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